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Ending Tuberculosis - the role of Europe in
responding to growing challenges

On Wednesday, Friends of the Global Fund Europe and Charles Goerens, member of the European
Parliament from the Renew Group and Vice-Chair of Friends for the EU, Luxembourg and Belgium,
organised an event focused on the role of Europe in responding to the growing challenges to end

tuberculosis.

Speakers insisted on the importance of the Global Fund in this fight against TB. For instance, Andriy
Klepikov (director of Alliance Public Health) reminded the audience that the Global Fund responded
quickly to the new circumstances by providing emergency funding as early as March 2022 to ensure the
continuity of TB and HIV services. Gabriela Fesis (DG International Partnership) highlighted the
commitment of the EU towards eliminating TB, with the ambitious EU pledge of 750 million euros and 4.3
billion from Team Europe to the Global Fund and the commitment to fight Anti-Microbial Resistance in

the Global Health Strategy currently under review.

Dan Perciun (cochair of the Global TB Caucus for the Eastern Europe & Central Asia and chair of the
health commission at the Moldovan Parliament) called for strong political commitment to end TB and

concrete actions at the upcoming UN High-Level Meeting on Tuberculosis on September 22nd 2023.

Dr Sizaire (director of FARES) and Dianne Stewart (Head of donors relations at the Global Fund) stressed
the importance of looking at socio-economical determinants of health and other measures that need to

be put in place in addition to TB treatment (mental health support, nutrition package, etc)

Marc Angel (Vice-President of the European Parliament) called for a gender-sensitive approach in the
fight against TB, and a commitment against stigma and discrimination to end TB. He closed by joining
MEP Charles Goerens in his call to work TOGETHER to end TB!


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aDlxo-e1-CM
https://aph.org.ua/en/about-alliance/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/ukraine/
https://www.fares.be/
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/
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A message from our Vice-Chair and Member of the

European Parliament, Charles Goerens

Tuberculosis is on the rise again: in 2021, 10.6 million people
were affected by Tuberculosis, compared to 10.1 million in
the previous year, with 95% of Tuberculosis deaths occurring
in low-and middle-income countries. The pandemic has
diverted resources from tuberculosis programs, reducing
prevention and care. Funding dropped by $600 million from
2020 to 2022, now amounting to less than 45% of the $13
billion annual target agreed upon at the 2018 High-Level
Meeting of the United Nations.

The challenge of multi-resistant
Tuberculosis

The World Health Organization (WHO) recently released
updated guidelines to treat drug-resistant TB. They now
recommend a 6-month all-oral, injection-free treatment
regimen composed of four medicines — bedaquiline,
pretomanid, linezolid and moxifloxacin (BPaLM). This
treatment regimen offers significant benefits due to the
short duration of treatment.

Pretonamid has been EMA-approved but access to this drug
remains difficult in some EU Member States. This is
problematic from a global health perspective but also for
individual TB affected people who might have been under
this treatment in a country and can no longer access it when
they move. This situation has been particularly dire for
Ukrainian refugees seeking asylum in different European
countries.

The Ukrainian National Tuberculosis Programme Manager
and the Global TB caucus call European countries to update
their standards to ensure equal access to essential
medicines to fight drug-resistant.

Now is the time
to accelerate
the fight to end
tuberculosis.

As members of the European Parliament, we havea A
responsibility to address these issues and work toward
goal of eliminating TB by 2035. We must work together to
ensure that TB remains a priority even in the midst of
ongoing conflicts, pandemics and other challenges. This
means increasing funding for TB prevention and care,
supporting health care workers, and promoting research
and innovation to find new and effective treatments.

TOGETHER WE CAN END TB BY 2030

Read the full APH report here and the story of Yulia in Kharkiv here


https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240063129
https://ec.europa.eu/health/documents/community-register/html/h1437.htm
https://bit.ly/3LN1DQ8
https://www.theglobalfund.org/en/opinion/2023/2023-03-23-in-the-shadow-of-war-yulia-continues-to-support-people-with-tb-in-ukraine/

Interview with Timo Ulrichs, Microbiologist and
immunologist specialized in tuberculosis, founder of
the Koch-Metchnikov Forum in Germany and member
of Friends of the Global Fund Europe’s Advisory

Committee CALLS TO ACTIONTO

PARLIAMENTARIANS

What are the main challenges in the fight against tuberculosis to achieve the 2030

From civil society TB organisations:
targets?

* Advocate for and facilitate
strong multisectoral
collaboration (beyond health)
and an effective accountability
system to accelerate progress
towards 2030 SDG 3.3 (end
epidemics of AIDS, TB and
combat hepatitis) in line with
Universal Health Coverage
(UHC: access, quality and
financial protection) and
integrated people-centered
and right-based care, including
multisectoral and quality
response to the needs of
refugees and migrants living
with TB and HIV and viral
hepatitis in hosting countries."

Join the TB Europe Coalition's
formal appeal for joint
measures to support the
healthcare system of Ukraine

What kind of commitments do you expect from international decision-makers on the
fight against tuberculosis this year?

To contact us:

Delphine Thizy

Advocacy officer for Belgium,
Luxembourg and the European

Union
delphinethizy@afmeurope.org
For the full interview of Timo Ulrichs and further background, visit Friends of the Global +32476575059
Fund's webpage
For more content on innovation to end TB, visit this Global Fund webpage
/ Friends of
N the Global Fund

Europe


https://friendseurope.org/2023/03/20/24-march-2023-world-tuberculosis-day/
https://globalfund.exposure.co/tools-to-turbocharge-the-fight-against-tuberculosis
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uy-bPZBnAuQlufECMXikIaBMpkXMKIUB/edit?mode=html

